
Parish Clerk’s Report on Agenda Items
4 September - 2 October, 2008

Item 3a Hall paths: The meeting of the Rights of Way Committee, at which this matter was to be 
discussed, was postponed.  Val Corbett spoke to John McErlane at Northumberland County Council 
(NCC) and received the following response: 

“NCC wished to make a site visit prior to the meeting of the Rights of Way committee but the Angel Group would 
not grant permission (allegedly because their representative could not attend on that day).  As a result, discussion of 
this matter by the committee was postponed to the December, 2008 meeting.  It is possible for a site visit to be 
undertaken without permission of the landowner, albeit with a number of procedures to be followed.  However it is 
expected that the site visit will go ahead and that Parish Council representatives will be invited.”

Item 6c Structural Review of Northumberland Strategic Partnership: It was agreed at the last 
meeting that the Chairman would consider this report and forward his comments on the Strategic Review 
before the deadline of 26 September, 2008.
“Otterburn Parish Council has taken a lively interest in how it is proposed to represent the needs of rural 
communities such as ours following the transfer of responsibility to a unitary authority. We have been involved in 
the earlier meetings when the Belonging Communities were favoured. 

Your proposals clearly reflect the need to fully represent the views of rural communities although the details still 
remain sketchy. The underlying strands that we would wish to emphasise include:

•the need for effective and inclusive communication with all stakeholders.
•clarification of the extent to which resources, including finance and personnel, will be made available to Area 
Partnerships and Community Partnerships. You have already identified this as needing more consideration. 
This is of crucial importance - unless it happens the credibility of the plans will be in doubt.

•the checks and balances that will be needed to ensure that a balance of elected representatives (eg Parish 
Councils) and special interest groups is reached. In particular, the dominance of small, but eloquent and well 
resourced single issue organisations will need to be guarded against.”  John Hartshorne, 19 September, 2008

Item 5a: Planning applications recently approved: The application to construct an external staircase 
with handrail and a 1.8 metre high fence at the Border Reiver, Otterburn (reference 20080747) has been 
approved.

Item 6a: Dog Waste Bins and Disposal of contents: A number of suggestions have been made to 
overcome the ongoing problem in which John Hartshorne fortnightly empties the contents of the dog 
waste bins into a green rubbish bin for collection by Tynedale Council.  This situation should not be 
allowed to continue.

Item 6b: Misuse of the old road to Otterburn Camp: Complaints have been received about a 
significant increase in traffic to Otterburn Camp using the road from Snaith’s corner to Hopefoot.  I am 
presently searching Parish Council archives for a decision taken some years ago, at the time the new road 
was opened from Bennettsfield to the camp.  I hope to have this information at the meeting.

Item 6c: Otterburn Millennium Green:  In order to hasten the process of transferring the trusteeship 
of the Millennium Green, a letter was sent to Natural England on 16 September: 

“Otterburn Parish Council is willing to formally adopt the role of sole trustee of Otterburn Millennium Green. 

Following the resignation or infirmity of most of the original trustees, and the unwillingness of others to take on 
this role, the Parish Council has already to some extent adopted the management of the area and pay for the annual 
insurance.”  John Hartshorne, 16 September, 2008

Item 6d: Playground and public seating work review:  The maintenance and repair of a number of 
playground fixtures is required to meet the terms of the Parish Council insurance and public seating in the 
village is still to be repainted.  The Parish Council will be asked to agree to approach Keith Robson for a 
quotation to undertake all of this work.
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Item 6e: Parish Council Website: I refer you to my reports in April and May, 2008 in which this matter 
was discussed.  During the summer I spoke to John Hartshorne about this matter and suggested that the 
Parish Council consider developing a simpler website than agreed, one which will involve considerably 
less maintenance and cost.  John agreed to this.  My proposal now is still to purchase a model website as 
previously agreed (£24.95 per annum) and to include local information, Parish Council transactions and 
archives and, more simply, a page of links to other local organisations and businesses rather than 
advertising.

Item 6f: Footpath to Otterburn Mill: This matter has been under discussion for some time and should 
now be progressed.  John Hartshorne, Val Corbett and I have discussed the matter and we have a number 
of ideas which might make it be possible to put work in hand and complete the path.

Item 6g: New Allocations Policy:  The following correspondence has been received from Tynedale 
Council.  I would propose that consultation document be reviewed before the next meeting at which time 
a response, if any, can be agreed:
“We are changing the way we allocate our housing in Tynedale.

The Council have agreed the introduction of a very different approach to letting homes that puts tenants and 
applicants in the driving seat and gives them greater choice in seeking a home they want rather than being told 
what can be offered.

A draft new policy has been produced, and is enclosed, which describes the way we plan to let empty homes in 
future.

We are keen that we consult widely on this new draft policy so that any views you have can be taken into account. 
This is the beginning of the consultation process in relation to the Common Allocation Policy for Northumberland.

To help you understand the new allocations scheme we have enclosed a summary of the policy and have listed 
some of the changes in the attached document. We have also included a list of frequently asked questions and a 
feedback questionnaire to help you understand the Northumberland Homefinder scheme, how it will work and 
what it will mean for you.

Please take some time to read the document and more importantly complete the feedback questionnaire as your 
comments are important to us.

The Policy has been written to take into account existing legislation, statutory and regulatory guidance.

To obtain a full copy of the Policy you can access the website and download a copy, or alternatively contact the 
above address and a copy will be sent out to you.

This consultation is time limited and you have until 28 November 2008 to return your feedback questionnaire.”

Item 6h: The Making and Enforcement of Byelaws Consultation:  This document has been received 
from the Department of Communities and Local Government and is available to any member who wishes 
to read it.

Emma Anderson
2 October, 2008
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